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CONPIDENTIAL STATE 1 14305 

CAPE TOWN POR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PORG, SF, WA, GB 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 114305 

SUBJECT: NAMIBIA: WESTERN LIVE APPROACH TO PRESIDENT OF 
OAU 

REF: USUN 1782 

1. DEPARTMENT APPROVES TALKING POINTS PARA 3 REPTEL POR 
USE BY PRENCH AMBASSADOR WITH PRESIDENT BONGO. SHOULD 
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QUESTION ARISE AS TO US POSITION ON WALVIS BAY, EMBASSY 
LIBREVILLE MAY INEORM GABONESE THAT OUR POSITION IS ESSEN- 
TIALLY THE SAME AS THAT EXPRESSED BY ERENCH AMBASSADOR. 

2. DEPARTMENT BELIEVES THAT DURING THE COURSE OE NAMIBIA 
NEGOTIATIONS THE CONTACT GROUP HAS SHOWN APPROPRIATE 
DEEERENCE EOR BONGO'S POSITION AS PRESIDENT OF OAU AND 
HAS KEPT HIM INEORMED OP OUR POSITION. REELECTING THE 
VIEW THAT BONGO'S INPLUENCE WITH SWAPO IS DISTINCTLY 
LIMITED, IT IS TRUE THAT WE HAVE NOT KEPT IN AS CLOSE 
CONTACT WITH HIM AS WE HAVE WITH NIGERIANS AND PRONT LINE 
STATES. HOWEVER, WE DO NOT BELIEVE THAT BONGO WOULD BE 
JUSTIPIED IN COMPLAINING THAT WE HAVE IGNORED HIS ROLE 

AS FAR AS NAMIBIA NEGOTIATIONS ARE CONCERNED. 

3. FORUSUN: WITH REPERENCE TO PROBLEM OF OBTAINING 
CLEARANCE PROM CAPITALS FOR CONTACT GROUP'S STATEMENTS, 
TALKING POINTS, ETC. WHICH WAS RAISED IN PARA IB OF 

USUN 1772, DEPARTMENT BELIEVES THAT PRACTICE FOLLOWED 
TO DATE OF REFERRING STATEMENTS TO CAPITALS SHOULD BE 
CONTINUED. IF OTHER CONTACT GROUP MEMBERS FEEL THEIR 
COMMUNICATIONS FACILITIES ARE INADEQUATE FOR OBTAINING 
RAPID CLEARANCES, THEY ARE OF COURSE FREE TO CHANGE 
THEIR PROCEDURES, BUT WE BELIEVE THAT WE CAN RESPOND 
RAPIDLY ENOUGH TO AVOID ANY UNNECESSARY DELAYS. 
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CHRISTOPHER 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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